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=7 Jimmy Carter-s ‘moving smartly *o-
“bury the busted Iranian Tescue mission.
<Hence the quick appointment. of Sen.
Muskie as secretary ol state, andthede-
_cision to give up the Rose. Garden in .
-javor of the campaigm frailes - 5
.- Bug can 2 president walk away from
‘such a.fiasco as if nothing had hap-
pened? Isit possible toputa lid on one
.of the most widely publicized failures
i BIStOTY2 - e v 2 R T
~’; “No way,” would seem to be-the an~
_swer at first blush. But the sad turn-of -
‘events in Iran rubbed against all sec-
-tions of public and oificial opinion iz a
.oment of infense competition among
yivals for the presidency. rers |\ it =7
" Liberal sentiment ook vifenseat the
_resort to force. The. resignation of
_Cyrus Vance as secretary of state fur-
‘nished a martyr and a cause célebre.
.Though the former secretary has said
nothing in public, he has privately been
.telling friends that the mission was 2-
_“hareorained”. scheme that. couldn’t !
“possibly ‘bave succeeded. That view, |
‘coupled with alarm about driving Iran..
__into the arms of Russia, is generally en-
tertained by Vance’s friends and sup-,
_porters throughout govem'ment,_vand in
‘the press and television. P
"> Conservatives and others, disposed to
~support the mission at first, have been

‘made increasingly, uneasy. by. detalls
jeaked o silence -Xiberal- critics.. The
most presﬁgiouscommittee in the Con~ |
gress, the Senate‘x:;meduSemc?tC;;rxh:

jttee, has engaged itself to geLio Lo
ot v £ dis-. 1

jcopter pilots; were jnadequate; They are:

_jnélined to believe that leaks may have:

~ COmpromised Some intelligence assels I,

: ey wonder whether;
the white-House -did;not- impose:: 100,
‘yaany controbfromthetop.»They smella
political role in the shaping of the opera=

- @t the Iran policy to let bygones be by-

tion—perhaps by the N‘?id@f_S.,chale:gﬁq
staff, Hamilton Jordan.:usiees i

But despite their extent and depth, the
doubts and suspicions seem. sure to b
muifted. For one thing, there is the Im-

“pact of the Muskie appointment. By itself,
jt.iurned attention from the outgoing,
apd toward the incoming;. secretary of
state. Vance is already a receding figure
for-whom 1o one will risk doing serious.
battle. The play in Washington is for the
“favor and attention of Muskje. = 757 - ;
.- On. policy matters, however, Muskie-
“takes almost exactly- the-same position
as-Vance.sAll the people-who lixed
Vance, particularly in the State Depast-
sment and in.the media, 2iso like Mus-
Xie, They are not going to emparrass
the new boy, and spoil their standing
‘with him, by taking up the cudgels for

“whatisoveranddone. - .
““7The disposition of the liberal eritics:

gones inevitably crimps the style of”
President Carter’s chief Democratic op-
ponents,” Sen. Kennedy is made 10
sound selfserving and shrill when he’
gaesafter the president onIran.

.- As" to’ conservative and-‘moderate
critics;, they are tied up by their own
problems. John Stennis, the chairman
of the armed services cominitige, has:
always—as his bebavior in the Water-
gate investigation showed-—equated re-.
sponsibility with serving the interest of'
the president. The committee as a

“the mission, intluding its leader, Col.

imaps, weapogs and helicopters, sug-

‘whole has a mystique of secrecy. Sev-
eral. of its-leading members,. notably |
_Sen; Hexry Jackson, believe as a matter.
of policy that it is wrong to place heavy
emphasison the hostages issue. -l .
i Moreover it isnot atall clear thatthe
- armed ‘services committee is going to-
find the usual army: of .eager: whistle’
‘blowers. The officials who planned the.
operation at the top—3ecretary of De-
fense Harold Brown; Gen. David Jones,
-the’chairman of the Joint' Chiefs of
. Staft, and’ Adm. Stansfield  Turner of

‘2he Central Infellizence Agency-—are,

“not about to acknowledge the weakness
‘pf their work; or their inexperience in’
‘such operatiqns. As to participants in

“Charles Beckwith, they too may have a,
“‘reason for caution. The leaving behind
ot bodies, znd of secret documents,

" gests someone panicked in the middle
~of the operation..+ e R
i Accordingly;-the leading Repablican’
“candidate, Ronald Reagan, is in poor
.position to exploit the issue in an asser-
“tive way. Rather than-run the risk of
! seeming o criticize-brave men, his best
-het is to guarrel about minor details—x

like timing. - . Cee ]
i Politically, therefors, the president is

'ﬁr'acting shrewdly to end the-Rose Gar-
“den strategy with its emphasis on the

“Iranian hostages. No doubt former Car-
‘ter fans are right to charge him.with;
“hypocrisy in calling the rescue rmission’;
an *incomplete success.” They are also
rcorrect: ‘in “eharging lack -of candor
{when he claims the battle against infla-4
-tion has “turned the corner.” But politi-,
“cally Carter’s best shotis to focus atten:
:tion on ‘the ‘contest with Ronald, Rea-
‘gan. That is one fight’he might well
“yin, for the issne that now shapes up

‘before the conntry is which candidate; .
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